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Thy Holy Name, glorious before all ages, may be glorified in
every place, O Father, Son and Holy Ghost."

The priest then offered a prayer for the Pope (of Alex-
andria), and after the Creed had been said, he took holy
oil and poured it into the font, which the Copts call " the
Jordan." He burnt incense and then, bending down,
breathed three times on the water, making the sign of the
Cross with his breath. This is the act of insufflation, and it is
employed to-day in Egypt as it was in the earliest days of the
Church. The chrism was then poured on the water.

Taking the naked child, the priest first laid his hands upon
her and breathed upon her to exorcise any evil spirit, precisely
as Tertullian, who lived in the Second Century, described the
act of Christian exorcism. His method of holding the infant
interested me, because the few writers on this subject
have generally disagreed on the Coptic method of holding
a child at baptism. Vansleb, the Dominican missionary,
wrote in the Seventeenth Century that in order to make the
form of a cross the priest takes the child's right wrist and left
foot in one hand, and the left wrist and right foot in the other,
a position which Butler thought sounded like " a species of
torture." This priest grasped the infant firmly by the nape
of the neck with his left hand while with his right he held
together the left wrist and left ankle, thus leaving the child's
right arm and leg free to make whatever commotion was
possible to them.

The squirming infant was now plunged firmly into the cold
water as far as the waist, the priest saying in Arabic:

" Sabaat is baptised in the name of the Father.   Amen."

He lifted her dripping and crying, and held her ready for
the second immersion. Down she went again, this time up to
the neck in water.

" In the name of the Son.   Amen," cried the priest.

Sabaat's cries became louder. The third time she went in
over the head and emerged howling.

" In the name of the Holy Ghost. Amen," concluded the
priest.

While the mother dabbed at the waving legs of the now
Christian Sabaat, the priest deconsecrated the water and,
taking the chrism, came to Sabaat again and confirmed her,